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In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 

John 1:1 
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Established in 2006 as a 
subsidiary of Edmund Carr 

Chartered Accountants,  
we offer independent 
financial advice on the 

following: 

• Life Assurance/Protection/Income Replacement Cover 

• Pensions and Retirement Planning 

• Investments 

• Inheritance Tax Planning  

For more information or to arrange a free initial consultation  
please contact us on 01245 294900 or advice@ecfsltd.co.uk 

www.ecfsltd.co.uk 

122 New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM2 0RG 

Monthly Soup & Sandwich Lunch 

at St Andrews Church, Sandon 

We meet on the 1st Tuesday of the month 

Future dates are 3rd March, 7th April, 5th May, 2nd June, 7th July,  

4
th
 August, 1

st
 September, 6

th
 October, 3

rd
 November and 1

st
 December. 

Join us for lunch once a month, for companionship & fellowship  

(and food of course!!) 

We would love to see you.—No cost., donations welcome 

Time: 12:00pm - 2:00pm 

Contact: Revd Terry Brown for more details on 01245 698988 
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Koicom Services 
Pest control, Wildlife 

management and Grass 
cutting 

Wasps, Rats, Mice, Moles, 
Squirrels, Rabbit, Fox, Deer. 
Honey bee swarms collected. 

Trained & Qualified deer 
stalker 

Contract or one off jobs.  

Call Drew on 
07845642815 

The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

Pilates 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 

All Creatures Great and 
Small  

are welcome to our service of 
blessing. 

St Andrew’s will have an 

animal service on Sunday 14th 

June at 10am. 

Youngsters may bring a teddy or 

soft toy animal to get a blessing 

as well. You can bring along a 

beloved animal and church staff 

will have a mop and bucket on 

stand-by for any accidents. If 

your pet is unable, too shy or 

you are worried about bringing 

him or her, please bring a photo, 

soft toy or come dressed as your 

pet! 

Please note, that you as the 

owner are responsible for your 

animals at all times. Please 

consider the needs of each 

individual pet before bringing 

them along. 

This event may not be suitable 

for pets of a nervous disposition. 

All dogs must remain on leads 

throughout and small animals in 

appropriate carriers. 

Jam Jars 

Gillian Speakman has a surfeit of 

jam jars with tops. If you would 

like some for jam making please 

give her a ring, 01245 226346. 

mailto:advice@ecfsltd.co.uk
http://www.ecfsltd.co.uk/
http://www.theclaydonclinic.com/
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Terry’s letter 

Recently I met a lady outside our 

church who said she was thinking 

of coming to church. But she 

didn’t understand what the 

services were called. She said 

she didn’t know what was meant 

by a Sung Eucharist, and when it 

said Family Service she said she 

lived on her own and had no 

family in the area. Having 

explained these different services, 

we decided to change our large 

yellow notice board to, “Welcome 

to St. Andrews Church Sandon. 

We meet here each Sunday at 

10 am” 

This got me thinking, that perhaps 

there are people in Sandon who 

would like to come to a service 

but need to know what goes on 

inside the church. I hope the 

following helps you and we look 

forward to welcoming you on a 

Sunday morning at 10 am. 

First Time in Church? 

We know that coming to church 

for the first time can be quite 

intimidating. Even for a seasoned 

churchgoer, a new church throws 

up all sorts of questions. Well, 

here we try to answer those 

questions… and above all let you 

know that you’ll be made 

welcome at St. Andrew’s. 

Before the service 

When are the services? Times of 

the services can be found on the 

website (sandon-church.info) – 

but the main service is at 10 am 

on a Sunday morning. This is 

when most people come. 

Can I park at the church? 

Yes, we have a car park. It can 

get quite full on Sunday, so try 

and get here at least 10-15 mins 

before the service. 

Can I just walk in? 

Yes! Anyone is welcome.  

I use a wheelchair – can I get 

in? 

Yes. There is level access right 

into the church from the car park 

and the area outside the church. 

We can help you choose where 

you’d like to be during the service 

– just have a chat with one of our 

Sidesman. We have good toilet 

facilities in the church for those 

with a wheelchair. 

What should I wear? 

There’s no dress code. Some 

people feel more comfortable 

dressing smartly for church, 

others prefer to come along 

dressed more casually. We have 

heating, but remember that large 

churches can be difficult to heat 

fully. It’s always a good idea to 

have some extra layers in cold 

weather just in case! 
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How long will the service be? 

It depends what kind of service it 

is. Usually just over an hour, 

sometimes a little longer. ‘All Age’ 

services, where the children stay 

in with us, are a little shorter. 

Do I need to bring anything? 

No. However we do take a 

collection during one of the 

hymns (it will be clearly marked 

which hymn) so you may want to 

bring some money (see below for 

more details about the collection). 

We have Bibles freely available in 

church if you want to use them to 

follow the readings. 

Who is the Vicar?  

Who else takes services? 

Terry is the Vicar – his actual title 

is Rector, but that’s another story! 

At All Age Services lay people 

often assist in the service. 

I don’t know if I’m a Christian – 

does that matter? 

No – You are welcome whatever 

stage you’re at in your thoughts 

about Christianity. 

What happens when I walk in? 

You’ll be given a smile, a 

welcoming hello, and a service 

sheet.  

Where do I sit? 

Pretty much anywhere you like. A 

Sidesman will guide you to a seat 

if you wish. It’s best to choose 

somewhere with a good view of 

the altar (so not behind a pillar!). 

If you have small children you 

might find it easier to sit on the 

left side facing the front nearest 

the children’s area – but it’s up to 

you. 

Will anyone speak to me? 

Hopefully yes! We do try and give 

a friendly hello to anyone new – it 

helps us if you let us know it’s 

your first time. 

During the service 

How do I know when to stand 

up and sit down? 

The service sheet should indicate 

this – but a good tip is to watch 

what others do. 

And how do I know when we 

are supposed to say something 

aloud? 

It will be printed in bold in the 

service sheet 

What if I don’t know the 

hymns? 

Don’t worry – we have a wide 

range of hymns and no one can 

know them all. Try and join in as it 

goes along. No one will mind if 

you don’t sing or even if you sing 

out of tune! 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Should I kneel for the prayers? 

Most people just sit quietly in their 

seats, heads bowed, during 

prayers. 

Will the sermon be long and 

boring? 

Most sermons are about 10 

minutes and most are quite 

interesting, usually based on the 

Bible reading for the day, and 

often including day-to-day issues. 

What happens during the 

collection hymn? 

You’ll see someone coming 

through the congregation with a 

collection bag to collect offerings. 

You just put some money in it – 

it’s up to you how much – and 

pass it to the next person. If you 

don’t have any money on you, 

don’t worry – no one will mind or 

make you feel embarrassed – just 

pass it on anyway. Regulars to St. 

Andrew’s may be paying directly 

through their bank and so may 

not put money in the bag. If you 

decide to come regularly and 

want to give in this way, ask one 

of the Wardens.  

Help – people are shaking 

hands – what do I do? 

At the ‘Peace’ the minister will say 

‘let us offer one another a sign of 

peace’. Here we shake hands 

with those around us – each time 

saying, ‘Peace be with you’, 

hopefully with a smile! It’s usual to 

shake hands with others. It may 

seem a bit odd at first but most 

people get to enjoy it – it’s rather 

a happy time.  

Should I go to the front during 

the communion? 

Please do. You’ll see the warden 

coming up the church inviting 

people to come in turn. Everyone 

is invited to the altar at 

communion. If you usually take 

communion in other churches, or 

have taken it before, then please 

do take the bread and wine with 

us. If you’ve never taken 

communion, please do still come 

up and receive a blessing – many 

people do. Just follow everyone 

else, and when you get to the rail, 

kneel and hold your hands down. 

The minister will know that you’re 

there for a blessing. After your 

blessing, go back to your seat. 

But if you prefer to stay in your 

seat, that’s fine, no one will mind. 

Sometimes people watch what’s 

going on the first few times they 

come to church, then join in when 

they feel comfortable. 

Can I bring my children? 

Yes – please do. Children of all 

ages are very welcome at St 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Andrew’s. There’s a safe and 

friendly soft crèche area in church 

which you can use during the 

service while you stay with your 

child. 

Does it matter if my baby or 

child makes a noise? 

Not at all – we know children 

make noises and we love to have 

them with us. If you would feel 

more comfortable taking your little 

one into St. Andrew’s Room, 

that’s fine. Or if you need to stand 

up with your baby and walk 

around there’s plenty of room at 

the back of church. There’s also 

room to bring your buggy into 

church and have it near you if 

your baby is asleep. 

What are the toilet and baby 

change facilities? 

Inside the St Andrew’s room, 

which is opposite the main door, 

we have a toilet and a baby 

change facility in the toilet. 

How do I know the service has 

ended? 

The minister will give a blessing 

and then walk down the aisle to 

the doors at the back of church. 

People will sit down, and 

sometimes will spend a few 

moments in a quiet prayer before 

getting up. 

Should I stay for a while? 

Yes, please do! We serve coffee, 

tea, juice and biscuits in the 

St Andrew’s room after services, 

so we do hope you’ll stay around 

for a while. You don’t need 

money, but there’s a dish for small 

donations if you’d like to help us 

cover the cost. We try very hard 

to make sure all are welcome, so 

you won’t be left on your own. 

What should I do with the Pew 

sheet? 

Take it home and read the notices 

and forthcoming events. We 

create a new Pew sheet for each 

week so we don’t need them 

back. 

I’d like to come regularly – 

should I tell someone? 

It’s always good for us to know if 

someone is new, and especially if 

they feel they’d like to come 

regularly. Let one of the Sidesman 

know, or tell Terry the Rector. But 

you can just keep coming along if 

you prefer – we’ll notice! 

Do I have to come every week? 

Of course, we’d love you to feel 

you want to come regularly, but 

we know that’s not easy for 

everyone. Come when you can. 

I do hope this helps you and we 

would love to see you, perhaps at 

one of our Easter Services. 

 Terry 
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Lent Courses 

The theme of our lent courses this year is Climate 

Change.  

There will be the opportunity to hear talks by our 

Bishops and Archdeacon and we encourage you to 

attend. Lifts can be arranged just sign the list on the 

welcome table in the North Aisle. 

Wednesday 4
th
 March Chelmsford Cathedral 

AIR Led by The Bishop of Barking, The Rt. Revd Peter Hill 

Wednesday 11th March Chelmsford Cathedral 

WATER Led by The Bishop of Chelmsford, The Rt. Revd Stephen Cottrell 

Wednesday 18th March Chelmsford Cathedral 

FIRE Led by The Bishop of Colchester, The Rt. Revd Roger Morris  

Wednesday 25th March Chelmsford Cathedral 

EARTH 

Wednesday 1
st
 April The Orchards, Meadgate Church,  Great Baddow 

LIFE 

All sessions 7.00pm - 9.00pm; there is no charge 

Our Thursday Morning Lent course will follow the Operation Noah study 

course based on ‘Climate change and the purposes of God: a call to the 

Church’. If you wish to attend please sign the list on the welcome table to 

help us with the number of notes required. 

Thursday 5th March St. Andrew’s Room 

Does climate change matter? If so, why does it matter? 

Thursday 12th March  St. Andrew’s Room 

How can I better celebrate creation as God’s gift? 

Thursday 19th March St. Andrew’s Room 

What is God asking of me? 

Thursday 26th March St. Andrew’s Room 

What do I need to change? 

Thursday 2nd April St. Andrew’s Room 

What can I do now to cherish God’s earth? 

All sessions 10am – 11.30am; there is no charge 

Let’s learn together so that we are knowledgeable to tell others.  Terry 
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Saturday 2nd May Ladies 

Breakfast 

9 am at Butts Green Garden 

Centre. 

Book your place (£10 each) on 

the list on the welcome table at 

the back of the church or 

telephone Janet on 01245 

472997 by 27th April 

Sunday 22nd  March 

Mothering Day Service 10am 

An open invitation to all for our 

special Mothering Sunday  

All Age Service. 

Please join us to celebrate and 

give thanks for our Mum’s and 

all that they do for us. 

Please support this service 
where we remember our 

Mothers and children receive 
flowers for their mothers. 

Did You Know? 
When offered a new pen to write 

with, 97% of all people will write 

their own name. 
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Sunday 10th May 10 am 

Rogation Sunday Church 

Parade at ‘Cherries Barn’ 

courtesy of the Richard 

Speakman. 

Come and see the sheep in their 

pen. Ideal for children.  

Directions: you will find the barn 

off the Main Road (A414) by 

Hulls Lane. BRING A FOLD UP 

CHAIR if you wish, hay bales will 

also be available. 

There are refreshments after the 

service with homemade cake. 

We would love to see you. 

In the back pew at St. Andrews 

we have a plastic box where we 

collect food for the Foodbank.  

If you could place something 

from time to time in the box we 

will take it to the Foodbank 

store. 

 Here are items which would 

help. 

There is an urgent need for  

teabags 40/80; 

coffee small/medium;  

powdered and tinned potato; 

sponge puddings and  

long-life milk 

Poppy Appeal 

A total of £232.80 was collected 

from the village for this very wor-

thy cause. It was made up of 

£129.90 collected by Brenda 

Moyse and £102.90 collected by 

Eileen Bartrup. 

Thank you very much for your 

contributions. 

Eileen Bartrup 

Page 11 

Notice of Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
APCM and Vestry Meeting 

The APCM for the Parish of St. Andrew Sandon will be held in Church on 

Sunday 26th April 2020 at 11:30 am. 

At the Vestry Meeting, elections will take place for two churchwardens. 

At the APCM immediately following, elections will take place for lay repre-

sentatives to the Deanery Synod and PCC, which normally meets seven 

times a year. 

Nomination forms for PCC representatives and Churchwardens will be 

available at the back of church.  

 

Getting to church on a Sunday morning is not always easy or possible. 

This is a short, informal service with worship songs, Bible teaching and 

prayers. Suitable for all ages, followed by sharing tea and food together 

We meet between 4pm and about 5pm  

Next services are Sunday 29th March, 26th April, 24th May 

Sponsored Walk on May 16
th

 

Meet at 10 am in the Church Car Park  

Distance 4 miles in the morning 

3 miles in the afternoon. 

The walk is for the charities on page 12.  

We did make about £770 last year.  
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Charity Giving 

Each year we as a church give 

10% of the previous year's 

income to charity. The PCC 

decided this year to give to the 

following 6 Charities. 

Friends of Marsabit aims to 

advance the Christian religion in 

the Anglican Diocese of Marsabit 

in Kenya by, the provision of 

grants or other gifts, support to 

local communities to facilitate 

their survival, education, health, 

social and spiritual welfare or 

economic wellbeing. It aims to be 

able to promote a wider 

understanding of the issues 

facing the peoples of north 

Kenya. 

Macmillan Cancer Support 

Its palliative care nurses provide 

advice and support with pain and 

symptom management for people 

with palliative care needs, through 

to end of life care. They support 

the person with cancer, their 

family, and their nurses and 

doctors. 

RNLI 

As a charity, RNLI depend on our 

support to help meet the cost of 

saving lives at sea. Their 

volunteer lifesavers give their time 

for free, but they need training, 

well-maintained equipment, 

lifeboats and shore facilities. 

 

to empower anyone experiencing 

a mental health problem. They 

campaign to improve services, 

raise awareness and promote 

understanding. They won't give 

up until everyone experiencing a 

mental health problem gets 

support and respect. 

Royal National Orthopaedic 

Hospital Charity, the charity for 

the NHS hospital Trust. They are 

a vital partner in the way the 

RNOH delivers care. Since its 

inception in 1997 it has received 

and administered millions of 

pounds for improvements to 

hospital facilities, pioneering 

research and numerous other 

essential projects. 

The Wilderness Foundation 

believes that young people have 

individual needs, particularly 

those with mental health/social/

behavioural issues – and need 

help in small groups or on their 

own. This can be achieved in a 

social group context helping the 

process up so their social skills 

develop. 

They work with a variety of young 

people across the age spectrum 

with sexuality, drug, behaviour, 

family and social issues that they 

do not have the self esteem, 

tools, confidence and support to 

deal with. Terry 
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Easter Lilies 

St Andrew’s Church 

will be delighted to 

receive donations for 

Easter Lilies and 

flowers.  

If you wish to have 

flowers included in the 

Easter arrangements 

in memory of loved 

ones, please contact 

Judy Cecil, Michael 

Puffett (Church 

Wardens) or 

Janet Underwood 

in church (see 

numbers on page 

34).  

Alternatively, a 

box with details, 

memorial cards 

and envelopes is 

situated on the 

information table. 

Completed 

requests should 

be posted in the 

wall box. The minimum 

donation for flowers is 

£3.00. 

Memorial cards will be 

framed and displayed 

amongst the flower 

arrangements. You are 

invited to view the 

flowers on Easter 

Sunday and Monday  

(12th and 13th April). 

Lesley Worboys 

Cover Image 

The Image is reproduced with permission 

from Christian Publishing & Outreach in 

Worthing who publish this image as a poster 

on behalf of Alice Wilson. Alice, whose vision 

has produced this poster recalls, 

“For some time now I have held the 

conviction that a poster saying: ‘Life is 

fragile, treat it with prayer’ could be very 

helpful if displayed throughout Britain. As a 

young teacher these words changed my life. 

I spotted a simple poster on display carrying 

exactly these words at St. Osmund’s Church, 

Salisbury back in 

the 80’s when I 

was in my first 

secondary school 

teaching post. I 

was sitting on the 

bus at the time 

and the words 

really moved me. 

So much so that 

from that day 

onwards prayer 

has played a 

significant role in 

my life. For example, every pupil I have ever 

taught has been prayed for and as a result, 

however challenging a class or pupil I never 

felt alone…… 

“I feel that the poster might be able to do that 

for others too, in whatever walk of life they 

may find themselves. 

“It would be wonderful if you would like to 

help turn this conviction into reality. I cannot 

think of a more unifying statement for the 

church to make to UK citizens, particularly at 

this time.” Editor 
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WI Report 

Christmas came early to Sandon 

WI this month. At the November 

meeting on 14th members were 

given the ingredients to make 

their own Christmas puddings, 

whilst listening to Christmas 

music. This gave them plenty of 

time to chat as well as the mixing 

and hopefully making a wish. We 

had mince pies at teatime and 

generally created a Christmas 

atmosphere. 

As the Village Hall was used for 

the General Election, Sandon 

moved their meeting to the Crown 

pub for an afternoon cream tea, 

which was delicious and was 

enjoyed by all who attended. 

Returning to the village hall for 

our January meeting, we 

welcomed several new members 

as well as sadly saying goodbye 

to a few. The resolutions were 

fully discussed, we voted for the 

one we thought we were most 

keen to support and that went to 

Essex WI, and eventually the one 

with the most votes nationwide 

will be debated at the National 

AGM at the Albert Hall in June. 

Sandon WI gave most votes to 

End Modern Slavery. This with 

all the other votes was sent to 

Essex Federation at Hatfield 

Peverel. All other WI's in Essex 

will send in their votes and they 

will then send the most popular in 

Essex to National. This will decide 

which resolution members will 

vote for at the National AGM in 

June at the Albert Hall. This, of 

course, may not be the one 

Sandon has chosen, so we will 

have to vote again for the majority 

resolution. It all sounds 

complicated but is quite simply 

done by a show of hands by the 

delegates to the AGM on behalf of 

their WIs. 

We lightened the mood after 

delicious tea and cakes by 

holding a beetle drive, which 

caused much hilarity.  

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 

Five motions were proposed for the WI to consider. Below are their titles 

and brief synopses of their content. They all appear most worthy causes. 

A Call to Increase Potential Stem Cell Donor Registration 

There is an urgent need to increase the number of people registered on 

the aligned UK stem cell registry in order to provide potentially life-saving 

treatment to people of all ages with certain blood cancers. We call on all 

WI members to promote registration to the database to avoid people dying 

whilst waiting for a match. 
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Protect our precious helium 

Helium is a precious resource 

that is widely used in 

healthcare, medical and 

scientific research, but it is non-

renewable and in short supply. 

The NFWI calls on WI 

members to help raise 

awareness of the need to 

conserve helium, and on 

government and industry to 

work together to ensure it is 

used responsibly, and to support innovative research that could address 

the shortage such as reducing use or improving capture and recycling. 

End modern slavery 

There are tens of thousands of victims of modern slavery hiding in plain 

sight in the UK. Modern slavery has severe consequences for the health 

and mental wellbeing of survivors. The NFWI calls on Government to 

protect victims of modern slavery in the first instance and deliver long term 

support to help them rebuild their lives. We call on our members to raise 

awareness of the prevalence of modern slavery throughout society and to 

campaign to defeat it. 

Time to talk about death and dying 

64% of people in the UK think that we do not talk enough about death in 

this country, yet these conversations can be really helpful in enabling 

people to receive the end of life care they would want. In order to 

demystify a natural part of life, and support more people to share their 

wishes, the NFWI calls upon members to encourage open discussions 

about death and dying. 

Female Crash Test Dummies 

Women are significantly more likely to die, or be seriously injured, in car 

crashes than men. The WI calls on the government to mandate equitable 

testing with female crash test dummies to that of male dummies in 

regulatory vehicle safety tests; and for consumer organisations, such as 

EuroNCAP, to include a gendered breakdown in their published results. 

Editor 
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The graduate with a Science 

degree asks, "Why does it work?" 

The graduate with an Engineering 

degree asks, "How does it work?" 

The graduate with a Commerce 

degree asks, "How much will it 

cost?" 

The graduate with an Arts degree 

asks, "Do you want fries with 

that?  

 

Normal people believe that if it 

ain't broke, don't fix it. 

Engineers believe that if it ain't 

broke, it isn't sufficiently complex 

yet. 

January Quiz Notes 

Thanks go to all those who 

supported our latest quiz which 

raised close on £700! This money 

will go to the Sandon Church’s 

selected charity this year entitled 

‘MIND’. 

Thirteen teams battled very 

competitively and the winners of 

the 6 bottles of wine were ‘Six of 

the Best’ with 107.5 points.  

Second, with 104 points were 

‘The Roast Potatoes’ and joint 

third with 103 points ‘The 

Magnificent Seven’ and ‘Same as 

Last Year’. 

So, you see that it was close, in 

fact the top 6 teams all got over 

100 points! 

Ian and Claire ‘managed’ the 

questions, answers and prizes 

brilliantly. 

Special thanks go to Alison and 

Pat who brought in £200 for the 

raffle!! 

We thank all of you who bought 

and brought along raffle prizes! 

The next quiz will be on Saturday 

the 31st October (Halloween 

Night). We hope to see you all 

there- and seeing that it is 

Halloween maybe a good excuse 

to ‘be out that night’! David Farrar 
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In this magazine, for three months 

at a time, do we look forward or 

do we look back? It is so easy 

(particularly as we get older) to 

remember past events – some 

years ago - that remain in our 

hearts as great times. But maybe 

we should look to the future and 

see what we can do, particularly 

to encourage young people to 

come and join us in worship and 

learn about Christianity, our 

beliefs, and the joy it can bring. 

So, whilst remembering with great 

thanks all those who joined us at 

the Chapel for our Christmas 

Carol Service (and many thanks 

from Little Havens for the 

generous donations made to 

them), we now look forward to 

sharing in some of the Lent Study 

Course and Easter Services at 

St Andrew’s. 

The main things we are planning 

at Howe Green URC are a Coffee 

Morning on 25th April, and our 

usual monthly services on the 

third Sunday of each month 

(except March). 

In May we will celebrate the 

Church Anniversary which is now 

147 years from the date on the 

building. But really we’ve been 

going for over 150 years 

considering the gatherings that 

took place before they were able 

to build the Chapel at that time. 

We must keep going, mustn’t 

we?? 

Pam Knott 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 
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Church Services   St. Andrew's, Sandon  
Sunday 1st March First Sunday in Lent 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 3rd  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 8th  Second Sunday in Lent 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am All Age Worship 
Tuesday 10th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 15th  Third Sunday in Lent 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist and Baptisms 
 10:45 am Joint URC Service at Great Baddow 
 (with Danbury Chapel) Led by Rev. Paul Stein 
Tuesday 17th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 22nd  Fourth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday 
 10:00 am Mothering Sunday All Age Service 
Tuesday 24th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 29th  Fifth Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Tea Time Service 
Tuesday 31st  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 5th April Palm Sunday  Easter Services 

 9:50 am Palm Sunday Service beginning on the 
 Green and processing with or without the donkey! 
Monday 6th  9:30 am Morning Prayer 
 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Tuesday 7th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Wednesday 8th  9:30 am Morning Prayer 
 7:30 pm Stations of the Cross 
Thursday 9th  Maundy Thursday 
 8:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
 11:00 am Chrism Service  
   in Chelmsford Cathedral 
 6:30 pm Stripping of the Altar 
 7:00 pm Passover Meal with Communion 
 9:30 pm Watch till 11:30 pm 
Friday 10th  Good Friday 
 9:30 am Stations of the Cross 
 11:00 am United Service in City Centre High St. 
 2:00 pm Last hour by the Cross 

Please see page 

22 for the venues 

of Thursday 

morning Compass 

Group prayer. 
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Sunday 12th  Easter Sunday 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 8:45 am Easter Breakfast - All welcome 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 11:30 am Easter Egg Hunt 
Tuesday 14th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 19th  Second Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 am All Age Worship 
 3:00 pm Service  
 at Howe Green Chapel 
Tuesday 21st  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Saturday 25th  10:30 am Coffee Morning  

   at Howe Green Chapel  
Sunday 26th  Third Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 11:30 am Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
 4:00 pm Tea Time Service 
Tuesday 28

th
  9:30 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 3rd May Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 5th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 10th  Fifth Sunday of Easter - Rogation Sunday 
 8:00 am Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Rogation Service at Cherries Farm 
Tuesday 12th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 17

th
  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 3:00 pm Church Anniversary Service  
   at Howe Green Chapel  
Tuesday 19th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
 4:00 pm Tea Time Service 
Tuesday 26th  9:30 am Holy Communion 
Thursday 28th  Ascension Day 
 8:30 am Morning Prayer at Sandon 
 7:30 pm Compass Churches  
   at East Hanningfield 
Sunday 31st  Pentecost 
 10:00 am Sung Eucharist  

Please see page 

22 for the venues 

of Thursday 

morning Compass 

Group prayer. 
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Happy Days? 

I thought that a few reminis-

cences would not be bad this time 

of year and so have looked back 

to from 1982 to 1984 thereabouts. 

David Farrar 

A Rounder’s Match on the 
Sportsfield 

The Local Hunt outside the Crown 
about 1982 

The Youth Festival organised by 
Peter and Evelyn Ellis every year. 

A ‘Second World War Party 

Who can you recognise? 

That’s it! Just 35 to 40 years ago. 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Editor  Richard Cecil 

Advertising Manager  

 Claire Jefferies 

Editorial Team  Valerie Grimwood 

Distribution Manager Alison Read 

Contributions or requests for the 

next publication should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info or 

Richard Cecil, Chestnut Cottage, 

CM2 7RN by the 10th May for 

editing and thence publication 

prior to the next quarter, June to 

August 2020. 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 

Contact  
Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

From the Registers 

We welcomed into God’s family 

by baptism: 

Freddie James France  

 7th December 

Elena Charlotte Perry  

 15th December 

Lucas Christopher Perry  

 15
th
 December  

We commended into God’s 

Keeping 

Audrey Bryan  13th January  

mailto:tgabrown@hotmail.com
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Compass Group — Morning Prayer 

Each Thursday at 8:30 am—Venues as below 

 March 
5th  South Woodham Ferrers 
12th  Little Baddow 
19th  Danbury 
26th  Sandon 
 April 
2nd  Woodham Ferrers 
9

th
  Celtic Prayer at Sandon 

16th  East Hanningfield 
23rd  Sandon 
30th  Danbury 
 May 
7th  South Woodham Ferrers 
14th  Little Baddow 
21st  East Hanningfield 
28th  Ascension Day 
 Sandon 

Quick 

 A young husband was in big 

trouble when he forgot his 

wedding anniversary. His wife told 

him, “Tomorrow there better be 

something in the driveway for me 

that goes from zero to 200 in two 

seconds flat”. 

The next morning the wife found a 

small package in the driveway. 

She opened it and found brand-

new bathroom scales. 
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My family moved to Sandon at the 

end of November 2006. Over the 

years Audrey and Colin Bryan 

have given me friendship (and 

plenty of fruit and veg!). 

Audrey had a presence that filled 

a room, a smile that lit her face, 

and that rare ability to listen. 

Audrey's world was her family and 

in conversation she often spoke 

of them with pride. I don't know 

whether it was due to being a 

Yorkshire lass, but Audrey loved 

the rural aspect of where they 

lived, the wildlife and of course 

the garden. Little inconveniences 

such as ill-health or old age did 

not stop Audrey's love of flowers 

and gardening - problems to be 

overcome. 

Audrey would take a short cut 

through my garden delivering the 

Parish magazine, and if I was in, 

we would stop and chat for ½ 

hour or so, and then Audrey 

would realise Colin would wonder 

where she was! I drive past Colin 

and Audrey's home every day and 

out of habit glance at the kitchen 

window. If Audrey was at the sink 

she would always wave, 

sometimes furiously at me so that 

I would stop (blocking up the 

lane) and we would talk and 

usually receive some of Colin's 

veg. 

Some summer weekends, I would 

get a spontaneous phone call 

inviting me to share a BBQ that 

Audrey and Colin were having. It 

would be a lovely easy afternoon 

of friendship, demonstrating the 

love Audrey and Colin had with 

each other. Audrey had a zest for 

life, an enquiring mind and a 

directness that was endearing. 

Audrey is missed, but lives in our 

hearts and memories. 

Linda Goldstein 

Fond Memories of my neighbour Audrey. 
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This competition looks to 

recognise and reward 

Churchyards in Essex that are 

well-managed, but also provide a 

peaceful haven. 

In the past we have received third 

place and highly commended 

awards. 

This year we would like to do 

even better. Please could you 

help? 

Could you give two hours a month 

to help? 

We will be meeting  

from 10 am to 12 noon on: 

Saturday 14th March 

Saturday 4th April 

Saturday 9th May  

Just come 

along and 

there will be a list of jobs, just 

choose one. Refreshments will be 

served at 12 noon tea/coffee and 

the famous Sandon Bread 

pudding. 

If you cannot make the dates 

above but would like to help 

please contact Christine Mennie 

on 01245 281305 who will 

arrange to meet you. 

Come on Sandon, Let’s go for a 

1st place this year in the 

competition  

Remember it is our churchyard 

and we should be proud of it. 

Terry 

Best Kept Churchyard Competition 

Calling All Young 
People 

Are you looking for adventure 

fun and learning the Skills for 

Life? 

Then come and join us at 1st Sandon (St Andrews) Scout Group on a 

Thursday evening: 

Beavers  age 6 - 8 years  from 5:00 pm until 6:10 pm 

Cubs  age 8 - 10½ years  from 6:20 pm until 7:50 pm 

Scouts  age 10½ – 14 years  from 8:00 pm until 9:30 pm. 

For further details please contact Jean Blake Group Scout Leader  

Email: 1stsandongsl@gmail.com 
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Farming Today 

The year has started in the same 

way as it was last year; 

misbehaving. We have 

experienced the wettest winter for 

40 years. 

A lot of land is as yet unsown, 

when it should be 

carrying crops 

drilled last Autumn. 

Self-sown weeds, 

particularly black 

grass, have 

continued to 

germinate, which 

will give us a 

chance to control 

before we drill the 

spring crops. The 

winter wheat, 

winter barley and 

oilseed rape are all 

looking sick and 

yellow, because 

the ground is 

waterlogged. So 

we have just got on 

the land to give 

them some 

fertiliser to help 

them. A spell of warm dry weather 

would work wonders. The seeding 

rates for the wheat and barley 

were increased to compensate for 

the later drilling to allow for a 

proportion of the seed that would 

inevitably rot in the wet ground. 

A lot of the beans that were sown 

late have not germinated because 

of the conditions. In the next week 

or two, we shall look carefully at 

them to see if they are good 

enough to leave. Beans do not 

like to be too thick on the ground. 

Unlike cereals and oil seed rape, 

which flower and 

produce the crop 

from the top of 

the plant, beans 

flower and 

produce the crop 

from the top and 

also down the 

stem. Space 

between the 

plants gives room 

for the plant to 

get more light, 

and gives bees 

room to pollinate 

the flowers. 

The sheep have 

wintered quite 

well. Grass 

seemed to grow 

much later last 

autumn, and the 

sheep were brought in under 

cover to prepare them for 

lambing. The first lambs were 

born on 9th February. ‘Lambing 

live’ was not considered this year 

because of the increased 

workload on the land. 

Gillian and Bernard 
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I always like to find 

something new in life even 

at my old age! Therefore I 

was intrigued recently to find 

the word ‘Clerihews’. What is 

it? Apparently it was 

invented by Edmund 

Clerihews Bentley (1875 -

1956). Almost recently! 

He described it as a 

whimsical (silly) 4 line 

biographical poem! The 

Subject, a named person, is 

in the first line which must 

rhyme with the second line. 

The third and fourth lines 

also rhyme. 

I made up a couple, with apologies as 

shown here. 

My friend John,  

Has a leg that has ‘gone’ 

But he’s sure to get a cure 

That only the N.H.S. can ensure. 

Apologies for the next one! It is a little 

between fact and theory. 

My friend Richard Cecil, 

Always likes to revel, 

He joked about how particles entangle, 

Even though separated by an infinite 

Universal angle. 

A better prior example written years 

ago would be: 

Sir Humphrey Davy 

Abominated gravy 

He lived in the odium 

Of having discovered sodium 

And finally one more example 

It only irritated Brahms 

To tickle him under the arms 

What really helped him compose 

Was to be stroked on the nose! 

I am sure that most of our readers 

could beat these examples so I am 

offering a small prize of £20 for the 

best ‘Clerihews’ sent to the editor by 

the end of April 2020 - plenty of time! 

David Farrar 

‘Clerihews’? What’s that? 
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Post Mark Missing 
One half of the parish has had 

the privilege of the same post 

man for the last 11+years. Mark 

has been delivering post to the 

village itself as well as Maldon 

Road, Hammonds Lane, 

Woodhill Road, Mayes Lane and 

Butts Green since November 

2008. He has been posting mail 

since June 1985, nearly 35 

years. He uses a little red van 

and I am a fan! 

Mark is well known to his 

customers. Annually he has 

disappeared for weeks at a time. 

He has been a man of 

sabbaticals. Each year he would 

gather his holiday entitlement into 

one lump and visit far flung 

places generally in the far east. 

So, when Judy and I first went to 

India in 2014, Mark let slip when 

he would be leaving for Indonesia 

on the same day and from the 

same terminal. Our flight was 

delayed and I suggested to Judy 

that we go to his gate to see him 

off. This we did and had the 

privilege of meeting his travelling 

companion to whom we were 

introduced as, “his customers”. 

Mark is well educated having 

gained an A-level in French and 

German. He has a wide 

knowledge of the world and uses 

it in his engagement with 

customers. David Farrar reports 

that a while back, following a visit 

to an extraordinary place in 

France called Le Palais idéal (the 

"Ideal Palace") in Hauterives, 

David talked to Mark about it. I 

suspect David was surprised that 

Mark already knew about it! Le 

Palais ideal near Lyons was built 

by a French postman called 

Ferdinand Cheval. Wikipedia 

says, Cheval began the building 

in April 1879. For the next thirty-

three years, Cheval picked up 

stones during his daily mail round 

and carried them home to build 

the Palais idéal. 

This year David sent Mark a 

Christmas Card addressed to Le 

Facteur Mark to which Mark 

replied Merci Beaucoup, Bonne 

Noel, Mark. David concludes, “It’s 

rare to have had a postman of 

Mark's calibre and he will be truly 

missed.” 

I described him as a man of 

sabbaticals. He is doing it 

properly now and planning a year 

off from April. Which means he 

Page 29 

will cease to be ‘our postman’ ou 

notre Facteur. I hadn’t realised 

that Posties must sign to take on 

a round. The Post Office will hold 

a job for him when he returns 

after one, or possibly 2 years, but 

not this round. Mark has indicated 

he will be taking a cruise to Spain 

and Portugal and then probably 

visit Scotland but his plans are 

not fully formed. So I am sure 

many will join in thanking Mark for 

the courteous way in which he 

has undertaken his work 

delivering the Universal Service 

Obligation under The Postal 

Services Act 2011. This is 

summarised on the Royal Mail 

website, “Royal Mail is the 

designated provider of the 

Universal Postal Service – the six

-day a week, one price goes 

anywhere postal service that 

Royal Mail delivers to 30 million 

UK addresses.” 

Mark’s enthusiasm for the quality 

of the service, of which he is a 

part, has been wonderful. He 

often goes the extra mile to 

ensure that the service is well 

delivered. He takes an 

appropriate interest in his 

customers and their interests, 

even stopping to cast his eye over 

this magazine and see what is 

happening in the village, 

attending the occasional 

customer’s funeral. When we sent 

some postcards from India to 

neighbours, he knocked on the 

door here, even though we had 

no mail that day, to exclaim and 

explain that he had just delivered 

said postcards to the neighbours 

only a few days after posting. The 

delay was considerably longer but 

we got a similar commentary on 

cards coming from us in China! 

Once I had to write an essay 

about the Role of the Engineer in 

Society, explaining some of the 

obligations an Engineer has to 

society as well as to the client. 

Mark, in my mind, has epitomised 

this in his role as Postman 

showing the Role of the Postman 

in Society showing a loving 

interest in his customers. 

In conversation with Mark he has 

explained that his round is a large 

rural one but is relatively close to 

the depot in Boreham. Mark, in 

his years at Sandon, would often 

finish his round and then head off 

to do more work elsewhere. He 

seemed hungry for these trips 

abroad! 

So Mark, as you leave Sandon, 

we say a collective thank you, 

merci, Danke, for all your work 

and particularly your generous 

enthusiasm and interest. Thank 

you. 

Complied by Richard Cecil 
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Suppose that once a week, ten 

men go out for beer and the bill 

for all ten comes to £100. If they 

paid their bill the way we pay our 

taxes, it would go something like 

this... 

The first four men (the poorest) 

would pay nothing. 

The fifth would pay £1. 

The sixth would pay £3. 

The seventh would pay £7. 

The eighth would pay £12. 

The ninth would pay £18. 

And the tenth man (the richest) 

would pay £59. 

So, that's what they decided to 

do. 

The ten men drank in the bar 

every week and seemed quite 

happy with the arrangement until, 

one day, the owner caused them 

a little problem. "Since you are all 

such good customers," he said, 

"I'm going to reduce the cost of 

your weekly beer by £20." Drinks 

for the ten men would now cost 

just £80. 

The group still wanted to pay their 

bill the way we pay our taxes. So 

the first four men were unaffected. 

They would still drink for free but 

what about the other six men? 

The paying customers? How 

could they divide the £20 windfall 

so that everyone would get his 

fair share? They realized that £20 

divided by six is £3.33 but if they 

subtracted that from everybody's 

share then not only would the first 

four men still be drinking for free 

but the fifth and sixth man would 

each end up being paid to drink 

his beer. 

So, the bar owner suggested that 

it would be fairer to reduce each 

man's bill by a higher percentage. 

They decided to follow the 

principle of the tax system they 

had been using, and he 

proceeded to work out the 

amounts he suggested that each 

should now pay. 

And so, the fifth man, like the first 

four, now paid nothing (a100% 

saving). 

The sixth man now paid £2 

instead of £3 (a 33% saving). 

The seventh man now paid £5 

instead of £7 (a 28% saving). 

The eighth man now paid £9 

instead of £12 (a 25% saving). 

The ninth man now paid £14 

instead of £18 (a 22% saving). 

And the tenth man now paid £49 

instead of £59 (a 16% saving). 

Each of the last six was better off 

than before with the first four 

continuing to drink for free. 

But, once outside the bar, the 

men began to compare their 

savings. "I only got £1 out of the 

£20 saving," declared the sixth 

man. He pointed to the tenth man, 

"but he got £10!" 

"Yeah, that's right," exclaimed the 

The Tax System Explained - Using A Beer Analogy 
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fifth man. "I only saved a £1 too. 

It's unfair that he got ten times 

more benefit than me!" 

"That's true!" shouted the seventh 

man. "Why should he get £10 

back, when I only got £2? The 

wealthy get all the breaks!" 

"Wait a minute," yelled the first 

four men in unison, "we didn't get 

anything at all. This new tax 

system exploits the poor!" The 

nine men surrounded the tenth 

and beat him up. 

The next week the tenth man 

didn't show up for drinks, so the 

nine sat down and had their beers 

without him. But when it came 

time to pay the bill, they 

discovered something important - 

they didn't have enough money 

between all of them to pay for 

even half of the bill! 

And that, boys and girls, 

journalists and government 

ministers, is how our tax system 

works. The people who already 

pay the highest taxes will 

naturally get the most benefit from 

a tax reduction. Tax them too 

much, attack them for being 

wealthy and they just might not 

show up anymore. In fact, they 

might start drinking overseas, 

where the atmosphere is 

somewhat friendlier. 

For those who understand, no 

explanation is needed. 

For those who do not understand, 

no explanation is possible. 

From David Farrar 

With Fairtrade you have the 

power to change the world 

every day. With your simple 

shopping choices, farmers get 

a better deal, make their own 

decisions, control their futures 

and lead dignified lives. 

We in Sandon have two 

events to mark Fairtrade 

fortnight. 

Saturday 22nd February 

10 am – 12 noon  

Fair Trade Coffee morning at 

Howe Green URC 

Saturday 7th March 

7:30 pm in St. Andrew’s Room 

Fair Trade Wine and Cheese 

evening. 

Please sign list on welcome 

table in church if you wish to 

attend. 
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On Sunday 17th May Farleigh 

Hospice has the charity’s annual 

Walk for Life 2020!  

Walkers can choose between two 

scenic routes taking in the 

peaceful towpaths of the Chelmer 

and Blackwater Navigation: a 

leisurely 12km ramble from Paper 

Mill Lock, or a more challenging 

24km from Heybridge Basin, with 

both routes finishing at Teledyne 

E2V in Chelmsford. 

On the day you will enjoy a 

beautiful walk along the 

picturesque waters of mid Essex. 

It’s a fantastic opportunity to enjoy 

the spring air, get fit and help 

raise money for your local 

hospice. All the money raised 

from this event will go towards 

helping people living with a life-

limiting illness or bereavement 

across mid-Essex, free of charge.  

There is a £20 registration fee for 

adults and £8 for under 18s 

(under 16’s must be accompanied 

by an adult). All walkers will 

receive a walker number and a 

medal. If you sign up before 5pm 

on the 9th April you will also 

receive a walkers’ t-shirt.  

To register visit 

www.farleighhospice.org/walk 

or call Farleigh Hospice Events 

team on 01245 457354. 

Farleigh Hospice launches Walk for Life 2020 

Hearing the Cud 

The hearer of God’s Word ought 

to be like those animals that chew 

the cud; he ought not only to feed 

upon it, but to ruminate upon it. 

Augustine 
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Ingredients 

1⅓ cups (315 ml) plain flour, 

½ cup (120 ml) caster sugar,  

1 teaspoon baking powder,  

150g cold butter chopped,  

6 Granny Smith apples,  

¼ cup (60 ml) brown sugar,  

1 teaspoon vanilla extract,  

1 cup (235 ml) chopped walnuts,  

1 egg lightly whisked,  

½ cup (120 ml) apricot jam,  

cream to serve. 

Method 

Preheat oven to 180 C. Process 

flour, caster sugar, baking powder 

and butter in a food processor 

until dough comes together. 

Knead on a lightly floured surface, 

until smooth. Wrap in cling film 

and refrigerate for 15 minutes to 

rest. 

Roll out pastry on a lightly floured 

surface and place it in 23 cm 

round flan tin with a removable 

base. Rest again in the fridge for 

15 minutes. 

Peel, core and chop 4 apples and 

place in saucepan with brown 

sugar, vanilla and ½ cup (120 ml) 

water. Cook gently until apple is 

tender. Allow to cool. Drain and 

then combine with the walnuts. 

Spoon into the pastry case. 

 

Peel, core and thinly slice the 

remaining apples. Arrange the 

slices over the filling and brush 

with the beaten egg. Bake for 45 

minutes or until the apple is 

golden and the pastry is crisp. 

Remove from the oven and 

immediately brush with apricot 

jam.  

Serve warm or at room temp with 

cream. 

From Narelle Arnold 

Dutch Appeltaart 

http://www.farleighhospice.org/walk


Page 34 

Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Rector 
Revd. Terry Brown*  

Please contact a Church Warden 

Church Wardens 
Judy Cecil* 

Michael Puffett* 

224747 

222066 

PCC Secretary Mike Worboys 224612 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Safeguarding Children Alison Read* 474858 

Vulnerable Adults John Gruby* 476440 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Mike Worboys 224612 

Tiny Tots Alison Read* 474858 

Flower Arranging Lesley Worboys 224612 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil* 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan,  
David Farrar, Valerie Grimwood,  
Claire Jefferies, and Janet Terry  

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays  

of the month 
 8:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am All Age Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesday  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 
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